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St. Francis House board, staff and committee members at our  

“A Night for the Future” Jazz Gala Fundraiser 

St. Francis House Donor Appreciation Breakfast 

 

 

“A small group of thoughtful people could change the world. Indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.”  
~ Margaret Mead 

 

Our 2022 Reasons for Gratitude 

 The end of COVID quarantines allowed for the return of our in-house volunteers! 

 In July, we had the honor of hosting our first Donor Appreciation Breakfast 

sponsored by Renasant Bank and Jonesville Business Group, with additional 

support from Short Media Group and Adrienne Fletcher Photography. 

 On December 10, 2022, we held our first ever “A Night for the Future” Jazz Gala 

Fundraiser at the Cade Museum for Creativity & Invention. Our event was 

sponsored by North Florida Wealth Advisors, with station sponsorships by 

PNC Bank, North Central Florida Media (K-Country & Wind-FM), CBS 

Gainesville, Our Town Magazine, Tosh Event Group, Nationwide, The Best 

Restoration, Magnolia Lane Photography Studios, Short Media Group, 

Burkhardt Sales & Service, and First Magnitude Brewing Company. 

 Grant contributions increased by 11% 

 Overall community support increased by 17% 

 YOU!!!  We are forever thankful for you and your support. The generosity of 

our community is why we can continue Creating New Futures for homeless 

women and families with children!

 
 

St. Francis House Board Members 
 

President: 

Charles (Al) Cockrell, Jr. 

Vice President: 

Robert Atwood 

Secretary: 

John (Jack) Mecholsky, Jr. PhD 

Treasurer: 

Roland Denault 

 

Board Members: 

Betsy Suda 

Brenda Cesar-Banales 

Fr. David Ruchinski 

Eric Ligman 

Kyler Burk 

Pam Worsham 

Walter (Tony) Rosenbaum

 

 

A St. Francis House guest in her new home 
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*based on guests served by St. Francis House in 2022 
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(The Bassuk Center on Homeless and Vulnerable Children & Youth) 



 

 

 

Amber and Jack spent almost 2 months in the pediatric hospital 

after their daughter, Charlotte, was born. Charlotte required 

around-the-clock care, so Amber and Jack needed to stay near 

the hospital. Due to their circumstances, Amber and Jack found 

themselves trying to relocate their other three children from the 

Florida Panhandle during this time. To stay close to Charlotte, 

both Amber and Jack accepted jobs at the hospital and took 

turns taking care of their beautiful baby girl. As the family was 

nearing discharge, they needed to remain near the hospital for 

Charlotte’s ongoing medical treatment. Only one problem, they 

still had nowhere permanent to stay locally. Amber and Jack’s 

case manager at the hospital reached out to St. Francis House, 

and one of our staff was able to meet with the family at the 

hospital. With the help of St. Francis House, Amber, Jack, and 

their kids now have a reliable place to call home! 

 

 

Nicole and her young son, Liam, had found themselves living in and out 

of hotels for over a year after heartbreaking personal setbacks. Before 

that time, the family had a beautiful and quiet place to call home. An 

unexpected tragedy occurred and changed the entire family’s lives 

overnight. Sadly, one of Nicole’s children passed away and Liam lost his 

older brother. Unfortunately, combined grief and trauma caused this 

family to experience homelessness after such a tragic situation. With 

nowhere else to turn, Nicole reached out to St. Francis House for 

assistance and support. Nicole works multiple jobs, and through her 

perseverance and the encouragement of her case manager at St. 

Francis House, Nicole and Liam have a safe and affordable place where 

they can begin to heal together and create their new home. 

 

*all names are fictional  



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

St. Francis House is forever thankful for the community support we receive throughout the year. Because of you, 

we are able to make a difference in the lives of those most vulnerable in our community. To stay up to date with 

our latest information regarding volunteer opportunities, donations, events, and more – please make sure to 

follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter (@sfhgnv) and on our website (stfrancishousegnv.com).  
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